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“Every time | go to a movie, its magic, no matter what the movie’s about.” - Steven Spielberg 


This is a film history course covering American, live action, narrative films made in 
the USA from 1945 — present day. Special attention will be paid to prominent 
genres, directors and technical advances 
that shaped filmmaking. Also, the 
historical events that shaped Hollywood 
and the American film industry. Influential 
international films will be covered as well. The very 
best and most representative films have been selected 
to illustrate each era. Each era covers about 5 years of 
US history and films. 


Films Clip Selection Basis 
1. Quality of film. Remarkable narrative and technical features 
2. Importance of film in film history 
3. Commentary and depiction of society of the time 
4. Effect the film had on the society of the time 
5. Family and coming of age films that depict home life of each era 


Key Course goals 
1. To expose students to important films of the past and present 
2. To teach US history and society through the films of the era 
3. To cultivate an appreciation for the medium of film 
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1. Movie protagonists (heroes) often reflect the audience that goes to see them 

2. Movies reflect the societal values of the times in which they were made 

3. Movies often examine the past to make sense of the present 

4. Movies made during censorship years commented on current issues covertly 

5. Movies genres and themes get revised, updated for a new generation 

6. Movies about real events often come out years later due to delays from filmmaking 
process and evolving public sentiment. Therefore, the definitive films on societal 
events are usually made years later when the culture has processed those events 


Why study film? 
Cinema plays an integral part in our lives. It holds a mirror to the society and is a powerful medium of 
human creativity and expression. The pandemic has redefined the importance of entertainment and 
cinema like never before. While the world was confined to their homes, it was art, cinema, and films 
that kept people entertained and helped them get through a 
global crisis. Students in Film Studies develop excellent 
intellectual, communication, writing and research skills, 
providing the foundation for a wide range of career 
opportunities. And of course, movies chart the history of 
America and are a great way to understand the society of 
the times in which they were made. 


Basic Film Concepts 
What is film: A series of images printed on celluloid and run through 
a projector at a speed that produces the illusion of motion for our entertainment 
Digital Film: Movies shot using digital media not traditional cellulose 
Movie — Collection of scenes put together into a narrative whole 
Scene: Segment of film containing a single location, made up of shots 
Shot: Single, basic building block of any film. A single run of the camera. 
Take: Single version of any shot. Many takes are made of each shot 
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Film set: The place where the film is shot. Where camera, actors and director interact 
Production: The term for a film project. Also, the period of time when film is shot. 
Digital: Latest filmmaking technology using digital camera, editing and projection of film 
Director: Person who directs the performance of actors and sets up the shots on a film set 
Producer: Person who organizes and gets financing for a film project. Hires Director 
Cinematographer: Person who actually shoots the film. Does the camera work and lighting 


HOLLYWOOD STYLE AND HISTORY 


Some things haven’t changed.... 


Classic Hollywood Style — Most films today, still obey these basics, with innovations 

Linear narrative film with 3 act story structure: Intro, Conflict, Resolution 

Central goal for the protagonist and central conflict to overcome 

Conflict resolved in a satisfying way, goals achieved, equilibrium restored 

Happy Ending - bad guys punished, Love conquers all 

Single Protagonist — Single main character around which the narrative is built 

Identification — audience is made to like or at least identify with the protagonist 

Romantic subplot — Often the Hero has a love interest 

Technical Mastery — Lighting, sound and camera are perfectly executed by a professional crew 
Invisible Continuity Editing — Seamless, unnoticeable editing that maintain realistic flow of time 
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And some things have.... 


Studio Era (1920 - 1960s) Modern Era (1960s -present) 
Mostly Black/White till 50s L* Almost Entirely Color films 

Square aspect ratios screen Widescreen format for most films 
Production code censorship MPA rating system 

Shot Mostly on Hollywood Sets On Location shooting 

Dialogue Driven Visually Driven, Cinematic 

Mostly Virtuous Heroes Mixed, More Anti Heroes 
Producer/Studio driven Director/Auteur driven 

Happy predictable endings More diverse, even unhappy endings 
. From Stars being created, To Stars picking their projects 

10. Americans’ prime entertainment Competing with various other media 
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“When people ask me if | went to film school, | tell them, No, | went to films.” Tarantino 


FILM HISTORY 


The history of film is a wide and fascinating topic and one that can be traced internationally. But what 
about the story of movie-making closer to home? Before there was Cinemax, 3D glasses, or home 
projectors, there were pictures that miraculously moved across the viewing screen, baffling and thrilling 
early audiences. No one person invented cinema. However, in 1891 the Edison Company successfully 
demonstrated a prototype of the Kinetoscope. Over a hundred thirty years later we are still enchanted 
by the cinema. It is still the most important and far reaching artform we have. 


Intro to Hollywood. By 1912, major motion-picture companies had set up production near or in Los 
Angeles. In the early 1900s, most motion picture patents were held by Thomas Edison's Motion Picture 
Patents Company in New Jersey, and filmmakers were often sued to stop their productions. To escape 
this, filmmakers began moving to Los Angeles, where attempts to enforce Edison's patents were easier 
to evade. Also, the weather was ideal and there was quick access to various settings. Los Angeles 
became the capital of the film industry in the United States. The mountains, plains and low land prices 
made Hollywood a good place to establish film studios. 


Film History before 1945 — 

1907 Thomas Edison’s rival William N. Selig comes to Los Angeles to start making pictures and two 
years later builds the first significant studio. 

1913 Cecil B. De Mille boarded a train from New York to the end of the line in order to shoot a new 
Western on natural locations in a church-filled community called Hollywood, CA. Other producers keen 
to escape Edison’s Motion Picture Patents Company quickly follow suit. The weather didn’t hurt either. 
1914 Carl Laemmle pays $3,500 for the Taylor Estate in Lankershim to build Universal Studios, which 
opens the following year. From the beginning, the public is invited to visit the lot and watch the doings 
1921 The tragic and misguided prosecution of comic Fatty Arbuckle for manslaughter at a wild party in 
San Francisco provokes widespread indignation about Hollywood’s perceived status as a den of sin, 
giving birth to the industry’s self-regulatory Hayes Production Code. 

1927 The Jazz Singer — First Talkie “Wait a minute, wait a minute. You ain’t heard nothing yet,” Al 
Jolson prophetically proclaims in the first words of dialogue heard in a synchronized sound feature film. 
1929 The first Academy Awards are presented at a dinner for roughly 270 people at the Blossom Room 
of the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. 

1934 The Hayes Production Code is introduced to control what can and cannot be shown in movies 
1937 Walt Disney risks everything on a full-length animated feature and hits the jackpot with Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

1939 Color film introduced in the Wizard of Oz. 

1941 US enters WWII and many Hollywood artists enlist or offer to assist the propaganda program 
1940s Hollywood supports the war effort with propaganda films and newsreels of war information. 


Terms - Societal Concepts 
WWII: The world’s most destructive event to date. The United States and her allies emerge 
victorious over the Axis powers in a 6-year war that killed 50 million and devastated Europe, Asia 
Baby Boom: Explosion of birthrate post WWII in America and world. Produces Boomer Generation 
Generation Gap: Difference in values and interests that arise between different generations 
Newsreels: News clips of US War news, shown before movies in theaters during the war 
Atomic Age: Nuclear era ushered in by atomic weapons of mass destruction dropped in WWII 
Cold War: Political and propaganda war for ideological control of world, between USA & USSR 


Great films made by 1945: 


Jazz Singer 1927 1%tsound film Snow White 1937 1%t animated feature 

Stagecoach 1939 Pioneering Western Gone withthe Wind 1939 Historical Epic 

Fantasia 1940 Pioneering Animation Wizard of Oz 1939 Ushers in Color films 

Maltese Falcon 1941 Early Film Noir Citizen Kane 1941 Considered US’s best 

Casablanca 1942 Hollywood Best Why we fight 1942 WWII Propaganda Films 
During WWII 


Hollywood was an active participant in the war effort producing many propaganda films and 
encouraging its stars to enlist, which many did. Newsreels depicting the latest battle updates were 
screened before feature films. With television invented, but not yet available, this was the only way 
moving images of war made it to the public. Hollywood films in this time were patriotic and displayed 
American values as wholesome and moral. 


Hollywood in 1946. In the early days of 1946, 
Hollywood towered over the international movie industry. 
Its box-office figures were the highest in its history. 
Movies had become not only a national obsession, but 
also an insatiable passion for world audiences. Theater 
owners worldwide clamored for American movies. 
Hollywood considered itself invulnerable. Then, suddenly, 
the American system fell apart. 


After World War Il 
The film industry changed radically after World War II, and this change altered the style and content of the 
films made in Hollywood. After experiencing boom years from 1939 to 1946, the film industry began a long 
period of decline. Within just seven years, attendance and box receipts fell to half their 1946 levels. Part of 
the reason was external to the industry. Many veterans returning from World War II got married, started 
families, attended college on the GI Bill, and bought homes in the suburbs. All these activities took a toll on 
box office receipts. Families with babies tended to listen to the radio rather than go to the movies; college 
students placed studying before seeing the latest film; and newlyweds purchasing homes, automobiles, 
appliances, and other commodities had less money to spend on movies. 


Today in Hollywood 

In the past 20 years, film production has been profoundly altered by the impact of rapidly improving 
digital technology. Most mainstream productions are now shot on digital formats with subsequent 
processes, such as editing and special effects, undertaken on computers. Cinemas have invested in 
digital projection facilities capable of producing screen images that rival the sharpness, detail and 
brightness of traditional film projection. Hollywood now faces the challenges of streaming and 
audiences staying home for their entertainment. 


llywood Style: The style of movies produced in America featuring a linear 3 act story structure, 
clear goal and conflict for characters to resolve. Technical mastery and a happy ending. 
Protagonist: The main character in a movie. Often the ‘Hero’ but can be an ‘Anti-hero’ 

Film Studios: Large Companies that produce films from financing to owning soundstages for filming 
Studio System: Organizational system of control over the production of movies till the 1960s 

Budget: How much money a filmmaker has to work with. Will determine scale and quality of the film 


